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As winter weather coated Pitts- 
burgh’s roads with snow and ice 
again Tuesday, the city acknowl- 
edged a need to do “a much better 
job” clearing the streets and re- 
sponding to residents’ complaints. 

But as residents took to social me- 
dia to criticize the response to spe- 
cific roads and neighborhoods, city 
officials defended the work they’d 
done, blaming some of the poor con- 
ditions on snowplow workers taking 
off this past weekend and a tough 
combination of freezing tempera- 
tures, snow and ice. 

Guy Costa, Pittsburgh’s chief op- 
erations officer, said several plow 
workers opted not to work as the 
storms hit overnight Friday and into 
Saturday, slowing the city’s “initial 
attack” on the roads. 

“The road conditions we saw were 
because we had the freezing rain, 
which turned to ice. Then the snow, 
which was compacted by vehicles,” 
Mr. Costa said. “If we had more em- 
ployees, we could have hit more 
streets early on. It delayed our initial 
response.” 

Mr. Costa said the city will deal in- 
ternally with the “handful of employ- 
ees” who took off, opting not to take 
overtime or not showing up for their 
scheduled shifts. 

But even without a partially de- 
pleted staff, the roads presented a 
challenge for the administration, 
with dropping temperatures stick- 
ing a thick coat of ice to several of the 
city’s 1,200 miles of streets. Even so, 
Mr. Costa and public works director 
Mike Gable denied accusations from 
residents that some streets had been 
completely ignored since Friday. 

“They want their street to look 
like that,” Mr. Gable said, pointing 
out a third-floor window in the City- 
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By Tom LoBianco 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Former 
White House chief strategist Steve 
Bannon on Tuesday refused to an- 
swer questions from the House In- 
telligence Committee about his time 
working for President Donald 
Trump, provoking a subpoena from 
the panel’s Republican chairman. 

Mr. Bannon walked into a 
closed-door meeting with House 
members Tuesday morning and 
was still being grilled Tuesday eve- 
ning as part of the committee’s in- 
vestigation into Russian election 
interference. Lawmakers also 
wanted answers from him about 
Mr. Trump’s thinking when he 
fired FBI Director James Comey. 

It marked the first time Mr. Ban- 
non, who was ousted from the 
White House in August and had an 
acrimonious falling out with the 
president this month, was pulled 
into the multiple investigations 
that have cast a long shadow over 
the White House. 

But Mr. Bannon’s next step may 
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Trump did 
well on test, 
doctor says 


By Jill Colvin 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump performed “exceed- 
ingly well” on a surprise cognitive 
screening test administered last 
week, his doctor said Tuesday, as 
the White House continued to bat 
back questions about the presi- 
dent’s mental fitness for office. 

Navy doctor Ronny Jackson, 
who administered Mr. Trump’s 
first presidential 


Darrell Sapp/Post-Gazette 
A bucket from a crane on the towboat Evanick lifts ice and debris from the Emsworth Locks on 
Tuesday. Jeff Hawk, of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said the chambers have to be cleared 
to make room for recovery equipment to remove runaway barges at the dam. 
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of memory loss 
and other mild cognitive impair- 
ment. He also reported the 6-foot-3 
president weighed in at 239 pounds 
— three pounds heavier than he 
was in September 2016, the last 
time Mr. Trump revealed his 
weight to the public. That number 
puts Mr. Trump on the cusp — but 
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Jose Luis Magana/Associated Press 


POLITICAL FIREWORKS sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., questions Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen during a hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Tuesday. She said she didn’t hear 
President Donald Trump use a certain vulgarity to describe Haiti and African countries. 
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Developer looking for grocery store to fill void Downtown 


By Mark Belko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A Boston developer has its eye 
on a possible grocery Downtown 
as part of a $175 million mixed-use 
development it is planning at 
Ninth Street and Penn Avenue. 

The Davis Companies is will 


“try hard, one way or another, to 
get a retail grocery operation” to 
commit as part of the develop- 
ment, said Jonathan Davis, CEO 
and founder. 

“When we talk about filling 
holes, that’s one of the holes that is 
most gaping right now in Down- 
town Pittsburgh,” he said. 


Mr. Davis said his company has 
been in discussions with potential 
grocers about taking anywhere 
from 5,000 to 20,000 square feet of 
the 30,000 square feet of retail 
space to be devoted to the project. 
“We think it’s a very important 
piece of what will make the project 
successful,” he said. 


His comments came during a 
developers’ forum Tuesday spon- 
sored by the Pittsburgh Down- 
town Community Development 
Corp. — one dominated by discus- 
sion of Downtown retail and, of 
course, Amazon and its proposed 


By Ed Blazina 
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It’s called the bathtub area of In- 
terstate 376, but at a length of about 
1,900 feet, it’s more like a small 
lake. 

The section is the depressed area 
of what is called the Parkway Cen- 
tral, where the highway passes 
through Downtown Pittsburgh 
near Point State Park, hugging the 
Mon Wharf adjacent to the Monon- 
gahela River. The wharf sits lower 
than most areas along the river- 
bank, and a 6-foot wall separates 
the wharf from the bathtub. That 
means if the wharf is heavily 
flooded, the bathtub floods, too. 

Over the weekend, the combina- 
tion of heavy rain and snow 
pushed the river out of its banks, 
initially flooding the wharf and 
later spilling into the bathtub, 
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